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While the Vai and Gola apprentices followed a  holistic  path, so that they  rst obtained an overview of the job as a whole and then returned to its individual parts, the situated curriculum of the quartermasters studied by Hutchins (1993) followed an opposite, more instruction-like, step-by-step path which gave them full knowledge of the entire spectrum of navigation practice As a result of their work socialization, they achieved a general perception of all aspects of the job, not a background introduction As I have shown, the novice construction site managers seemed to follow a different pattern, one somewhere in between the previous two They started with activities that gave them an overview of the different aspects of the production process, and they then returned to speci c tasks, being assigned integrative functions only later in the course of their careers.
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The quartermasters  curriculum differed from the other two also in terms of the individual versus team nature of the work, and the speci c distribution of expertise among the various members of the team Although both tailors and construction site managers work with others, their occupation is fundamentally an individual one By contrast, quar-.
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